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Welcome Volunteers!

Thank you for volunteering with the 2022 National Cr
celebration! This is an exciting time of the year fo
pride in being a part of such a wonder f ul -onwakddnmakeo n!
the Festival happen, interacting with locals and tourists; networking, learning, having fun, and establishing
yourself as part of this wonderful community we are fortunate to call home. For those coming from outside the

DC area to volunteer, we would like to thank you for helping the Nation Cherry Blossom Festival have an impact

on even more communities.

This handbook was created to be used as a resource for you and help you become a better National Cherry
Blossom Festival Volunteer. Inside we provide an overview of the Festival, important dates, what you can expect
as a volunteer, and what we expect of you. We hope this handbook will allow you to feel comfortable volunteering
with us and we believe you will have a wonderful experience with your fellow volunteers. Please read this
handbook carefully, and refer to these pages if you have any questions. The more comfortable you are with your
duties, the better the Festival will be. We invite you to our annual Volunteer Orientation to answer all of your
guestions in person.

We hope you keep in mind that the Festival could not be accomplished without your support and we
cannot thank you enough. Your success is our success!

The festival runs from March 20th to April 17th. These event packed weeks include plenty of volunteer
opportunities for you to get involved in! To sign up for shifts, change/view your shifts, or cancel a shift, please
visit the volunteer website at:

https://ncbf.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=58525

Additional information may be found on our blog at:
https://cherryblossomvolunteers.wordpress.com/

And please join us for our monthly special events for volunteers! This is a time for you to meet the Festival team
and fellow volunteers, ask questions or just make some new friends! Updates will be posted in the National
Cherry Blossom Festival Volunteer Facebook Group.

We truly appreciate your efforts that contribute to the success of the entire team! Thank you again, and enjoy
the 2022 National Cherry Blossom Festival!

Thinking Pink,
Isabella Staton
Volunteer Manager
202-661-7595
istaton@ncbfdc.org



https://ncbf.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=58525
https://cherryblossomvolunteers.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1258492007574561/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1258492007574561/
mailto:istaton@ncbfdc.org
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History of the Festival

In 1912, the gift of more than 3,000 trees from Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo arrived in Washington, DC. On March
27,1912, First Lady Helen Herron Taft and Viscountess Chinda, wife of the Japanese ambassador, planted the
first two trees from Japan on the north bank of the Tidal Basin in West Potomac Park. In 1915, the US government
was able to reciprocate with a gift of flowering dogwood trees to the people of Japan.

Each year, the National Cherry Blossom Festival welcomes spring across the country and celebrates the gift of
cherry blossom trees and the enduring friendship between the people of the United States and Japan. The
Festival features three weeks of daily events and four anchoring weekends full of diverse and creative
programming, promoting traditional and contemporary arts and culture, natural beauty, and community spirit.
Events are primarily free and open to the public (thanks to the help of our AMAZING volunteers!).

Today, the Festival has grown fr om gmeatesespringtirbeegebratioris.n g s
According to a haiku by Basho, the original tree planting was attended by only five people. Now more than 1.5

million people visit Washington, DC each year to admire the blossoming cherry trees and participate in diverse
programming that heralds spring in the nationds capi!l
years ago. We hope that you, as part of our amazing core of volunteers, can continue to spread this amazing

story of international friendship by summarizing it in your own words, and sharing with the guests you encounter

during the Festival!
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SIGNATURE EVENTS

Sunday, March 20 SIGNATURE EVENT: Opening Ceremony

Kick-off the 2022 National Cherry Blossom Festival with world-
renowned entertainment as we welcome springtime to Washington,
DC and celebrate the anniversary of the gift of trees from Japan to
the United States. Time and Location: 51 6:30 PM at The Warner
Theatre (513 13th Street, NW) Cost: FREE; Advance ticketing
required

Pink Carpet Reception* 1 Private Event immediately following the
Opening Ceremony

Saturday, March 26, 2022 SIGNATURE EVENT: Blossom Kite Festival
(Rain date Sunday, March 27,
2022) The Blossom Kite Festival showcases the creativity of kite makers and skill

of kite fliers from across the US and other countries through a variety of
competitions and demonstrations including the popular Hot Tricks
Showdown and the Rokkaku Battle. Guests are invited to bring their own
kites or children can make a kite at activity stations (while supplies last) to
fly on the Public Field.
event information and a full schedule will be posted online.

Time and Location: 10:00 AM i 4:30 PM at Washington Monument

grounds i Constitution Avenue & 15th

Street, NW
= ¥  Rain date: 3/27
Saturday, April 9, 2022 SIGNATURE EVENT: National Cherry Blossom Festival
Parade® presented by Events DC

One of DCb6s | argest s p efilad eNatiomnal
Cherry Blossom Festival Parade® presented by Events DC runs for
10 blocks along iconic Constitution Avenue. Giant colorful helium
balloons, elaborate floats, marching bands from across the country,
celebrity entertainers, and performers burst down the Parade route
in a grand spectacle of music and showmanship seen only once a
year during the Festival. From the National Archives to the
Washington Monument, spectators are wow-ed by the pageantry and
excitement that is the nationos
Time and Location: 10:00 AM i Noon at Constitution Avenue i
From 7th to 17th Streets, NW (map)
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Saturday, April 9 and Sunday, Apt PREMIER EVENT: Sakura Matsuri 1 Japanese Street Festival
60" Anniversary

Enjoy the family-friendly atmosphere of the largest Japanese
cultural festival in the United States. Presented by The Japan-
American Society of Washington DC, this event features food, arts
and culture, merchandise, and over 80 cultural groups during more
than 30 cumulative hours of programming.

Time and Location: 10:30 AM i 6 PM at Pennsylvania Avenue from
3rd to 7th street NW, M Archives Navy Memorial Penn Quarter

PREMIER EVENT: Anacostia River Festival

Produced by the 11th Street Bridge Park, this family-friendly festival
celebrates the Anacostia River with opportunities to take a canoe

out to explore the river, ride in the bike parade, play lawn games,
and experience Sout heasthisBpedal 6 s
free event. This year we will be celebrating biking with District trail
rides, safety classes, bike tune ups and other bike activities for all
ages.

Time and Location: 1:00 PM i 5:00 PM at Anacostia Park, Good
Hope Drive SE and Anacostia Drive SE

Saturday, April 16, 2022 SIGNATURE EVENT: Petalpalooza

(Rain date Sunday, April 17, Celebrate spring at the National Cl
for a full day of live music and engaging activities!

This day-long all-ages celebration brings art, music, and play to multiple
outdoor stages, interactive art installations, a beer garden, family-friendly
hands-on activities, and more, all along the banks of the Anacostia River.
The evening is capped by a dazzling fireworks show set to music.

This event is FREE and fun for all ages.
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Thursday, April 28, 2022 Pink Tie Dinner Party
This gala and silent auction is our last fundraiser before the start of
the Festival; proceeds benefit the National Cherry Blossom Festival,
Inc., a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization dedicated to promoting
the beauty of nature and international friendship through year-round
programs, events, and educational initiatives that enhance our
environment, showcase arts and culture, and build community spirit.

Time and Location: 7 1 11 PM at Ronald Reagan Building & Trade
Center Cost: General Admission i $250/person

Friday, March 2571 April 17, 2022 Tidal Basin Welcome Area and ANA Stage

The Tidal Basin is the hub for the entire National Cherry Blossom Festival. Visitors will actively be
stopping by, asking questions, and participating in hands-on provided activities.

UPDATED LOCATION for 2022: West Basin Drive, SW
Time: 7 days a week from 10 AM T 6PM



